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We ſaid to the Houſe Cogan, we are Se and 
« aggrieved : : Will you right us, and redreſs our grievances, or 


v you ur If you vill, we ſhall be ſatisfied ; if you will not, 


« we ſhall ſeek redreſs eme other way. T his is the ſole queſlion with 


« us; and we Put it, af we thought, in a moſt becoming, tile to 


« the Houſe of ( Commons. But our petition being ſcouted, we ſpall 


. zroutle them. no. more with the coarſe and unmannerly language.” 
&«. It will be our duty to proceed, as we have uniformly done 
0 hitherto i in enlightening the public mind; and when a com- 
« plete. revolution of fentiment ſhall take place { as will foortly be 

te the caſe) i in our country, we ſhall open our mouths in that 
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©. preme magiflrate, or.in the delegation of legiſlative powers, 
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- The reaſons which induced the meeting "a Sbeneds to omit t 
any reſolutions upon.t the jubj ect of the intended convention, 
have been diſtinRly ſtated, by two perſons WhO had been Se- 
oretarics to the Conflitutional Society i in that town, 

From their examination it appears that a number of printed ; 
circular letters had been received at Sheffield from the Secre- 
tary to the London Correſponding Society, relative to à con- 
vention, and that the Sheffield Society objefted to the calling it 
at this time, but had no objection to the meaſure itſelf; that 
it was their opinion that the Britiſh Convention at Edinburgh 
ought to have ſecured the confidence of the people by a public 
addreſs to aue agg, before 20 c ventur to ſit 28 a 
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y'3 and that the addreſs from Segel to the natlpn, | 
cpntsining a recommendation that no more petitions ſhould be 
preſented to, Parliament, . rede e Prepare the "oe 


fora convention, SY: VV Nb. | 


While theſe proceedings were! taking place in Af:rong part 
of England, wich u view do a general conyention, it appears 
235 the information, contained inthe lecters.from the Secra: 
Harp of State, which have been already reſe red go, that mea. 
ares of a ſimiliar tendency, wery arrying ON; with great. 2Qvin 
| ty, and to a great extent, in Scotland, he appointment of | 
delegates to attend a convention. ta be afl-mbled at ſome. places 
In England at an early period, ſeems to have been, very gene · 
| rally recommended hx the committee,ar Edinburgh... r 
The naming the place was for the preſent omitted, hut is | 
ras, promiſed to be Mortly announced through the ſeerer.coms 
mittee, in the.ſams MARE, as appears from the circular loptey 
ef the London Correſponding Society (inſerted in the. former ä 
Report) to have been, intended in this part of the ki 
and the invitatiun to appoint delegates appears to have heen 
circulated by che ſame emiſſaries who were employed by the 
Committee at Edinburgh for the purpoſe. of promoting ch 
yew of cape theſe h e were in cotreſp 
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that the immediate and oſtenſible object profeſſed to he aimed 
at by the meaſures which haye been related (if ſtated within 
the narroweſt limits) was that of effecting no leſs ſundamental 
a change in the frame of the Houſe of Commons, than the in- 


troduction of univerſal ſufftage in the election of it, and xen 


gering che period of the ele ion annual: That thropgh the 
Whole courſe of the correſpondence which has been carried on, 
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ke zn the puny try, and repeatedly, ang fron periads 
in ths prixate correſpongence, either of the focieties: or oftheip . 
leading members... Tt hay been expreſcly laid down, that mos > 
elfectual Means than, petitions myſt be tried. The expreſs abs 
ie ared 3 in the reſolutions for calling the propoſed genera] 
| conventiop. of the people or general meeting. « of the friends of 
|  Iberty (under which ever cf thoſe names it is to. be deſcribed) 
_ vas; to... conſider of the POOP s of obtaining 25 full and; equat | 
repreſentation, nos of the thing obtained, Bat of the means of 
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tioned, thas morg offeQtual weang than OY. muſt t Fas S 
Theſe, more .ci#cQpal, many could, in the, very nature of 
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introducing.this change in the frame of, ove branch of oy Fl 
giſlsturb, vy ſome other authority than 2 f the legilla zips : 
efelfz on hringing chat legiſlarure, en x, force or, ingim f 5 
datigg, aginſt ita will, tg lend its auß 0 tq thaf purp 0 
| - Degardiogly; the mildsſt terms ia which, for > long | time, 
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they expetied. to attain, their eus, have Painited At # rt nc E 
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and opinions through every part of rhe country, © and | producy 
8 declaration. of the colleQivg ſenſe of, the poopie i in ſack 7 
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| feek, not from Parliament, or from the executive government, 
but FROM THEMSELVES, and from TlIEIR OW W 
sSTREN H AND VALOUR,' from theit bn taws, and 
not from the laws of thoſe whom, they term their plunderers, i 
| enemics,. and "oppreflors : And when the language | to tis: ef- 
fe repeatedly and deliberately | uſedo no m man amy occifions, and 
in ſo many quarters, is combined with the, means: lately em- 
| ployed for providing an armed fo roe and with the other pro- 
jects of violence and open attack on Alﬀerent branches of the 
; exiſting authority, -which have appeared to be in the contein- | 
5 Plation « of ſome of the parties in thefe meaſures, it is impoſſ- 
ble n not to conclude, that it was by ſuch means, by their 0 
re n and numbers, by open force, detying and either e 0. 
Yerawing e or tuperfediog che authority of the tegilfiture;t 
the, extravagance. 10 their irnagination) they had” iel | 
the hope o of accompliſhing” their” Aeris and defperate defighs. 
"But, extravagant and enormous as thi s projecæ is, —_ . 
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probable conſequence of ſuch an attempt, but that the princi- 
pet on which i it was founded, and the mode by which it was 

d to be executed, obviouſly and _neceflarily tended to 

fac A. reſult. . 0 The principles on which the ſuppoſed right of 
et] ſuffrage w was s founded, were not buch as 5 led Beten 
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Tn” the angle act of nn to that extent, he from of 1 
E Houſe of Commons, and afterwards leaving the Houſe. 'of 
| Commons, thus, modelled,” in poſſeſſion, together with the 
Crown and the Houſs of Lords, of their former legiſlative ; au- ; 
thority, or the Crown. i in poſſeſſion of its former executive 
power; but, while they led to an alteration in the frame of 
the Houſe of Commons, they equally. led, if carried to their 
natural extent, to the extinction and abe of the other 
two branches of the legiſlature, SEN 155 | 

A propoſition ſo extravagant may at firſt be difficult to 85 5 
credited ; ; but it appears to the Committee: to be diſtinQlypro- 
ved, from an examination of the nature of che principles 
themſelves ; ; from a conſideration of the ſyſtem. as actually car- | 
ried into, effect in France, and propoſed: as a model by thoſe 
| who were the chief actors in theſe proceedings i in this coun- 
try 3 3 and, by repeated declarations or acts, which either di- 5 
recti or by neceſſary inference point at the deſtruction of here- - | 
ditary monarchy, hereditary: e and ag diſtinativn as | 
ee WEN. * eee, N 

"Your Cowes * Nated 1 to > thi Houſe 3 in their FRED) 
Report, that ſubſequent” to the ſteps taken for the apprehen- | 
ſion of the perſons ſuſpected of being concerned i in the deſign 

which has been the ſubject of this Report, ſtrong indicatiotis | 
bad appeared of 2 diſpoſition | to concert the means of reſiſting | 
ſuch mezſures : as might be adopted for preventing the accom- 
pliſhment, of the defign itſelf, or for aha bs. the 2uthors © or 
abettors of i it to > puniſhment. eee Ns ; 

"It appears' to your ee e that ae alter ay | 
apprehenſion of ſeveral of che leading members of the Lon- ; 
don Correſponding Society, a 2 committee was appointed, un- 
der the title of a Committee of Emergency, for the expreſs 
| n of co ces; the: ON, had been taken by 

e e 


* 
% 


F $$ 


4 8 


n 7 


p 3 1 a 2 
— : 
* 


4 Re 0 
k iQ — — 


4 


is bhetlfive goverument to check the further Peel of the 


ſtem Which has been detafled in this Report. It alſd ap? 
fears that ! it Has bben made matter of dellberätion, in the di- 
 vifions of the L#hdon Correſponding Society, whether in the 
| preſent exigency they thould proceed to 'addte(s the King, to 
Petition Patllattietitz or to make ati appeal to the nation at 
large : The kattet propoſition was adopted; and; th conſe. 


qu nde of that dedifon, 4 piper hab been printed and publiſt - 


ed under the name of the London Eorrelpondling Society, and 
which your Eomiiattive has every reaſon to Believe to de a au- 
 thehtic: "This piper contains the following pallages; vis, 


f 1 2 we imeßded to call 4 conbentlön is a truth, Rich 


needed neither Feneral wartants, armed meſſengers, or fea 
6. 8 coinmittees to difesvet, fitice it Was accompaf ied by a 


c relolutibn, ts. make thät ahlenckttk known, by "200,006 


& printed cop ies of that dafs proceedings.” But the purport 
* aſcribed. to that convention, * viz. the atfüching liyiflativ 
6 ples is 4 groundfers Yallltiobd Thie ſole" Intent 'was to 
6 deviſe means of attaining a a complete repreſehtative body, 
. on the principles of univerſal ſuffrage, equal perfonal' re- 
| & preſentation, and ahflüalf election; z and whenever ; or bows 


6c ever, ſuch 2 body” cad be obtained, it win lot de in i the i 


6 power of all the Placemen and Penlloners fn S7. "Stephen's 


vn * "Chapel 70 diſpute ts ey eg Native HO 4h We are aware that 


jn theſe times of c conflitut ional bigotry, \ the fait fehiteiice' may 
&' a BEES unpleatantly + to > many, who 40 not defcrve' tobe con- 


* "bdered 48 © enemies to > liberty: N. therefore Will it to be 


x clearly underſtood, that we ſpeak of 13 repreſeritative "body 
«of the whole nation, and riot of an an y particu 7 r part or teſerige 


W's *"fiow, of of men, —Ar nd + as the divine rights of Kings is not at 


4 this time dircttly : A erte (at leafs in this hr by an, 
ie Pal t he moſt Extremely ignorant, We think if ought t to fol · 
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vain attempt to Arat 4 mecium om, beten l og W 
ie; FE produced endleſs abſurditics. and, contradiftions, to the 
«+ diſgrace of gur'tecyids. and law books AYE. fe 
* malt 0 conſicuons is ralled,,. The Ae of Hale the . 
© cond Which phraſe (coined, For the purpoſe). Bala eit h 107 . 
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8 Ra ent Ae the nd avi the- ſtabliſhment-of 
ce William the Third; though doubtleſs ugrecable- to; the! . 
ie gene ral-wiſhes of the people, was not in eint of. | 
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4. | ene * conpelyiney! but, or: e auth | 


-forig oy ae 174 Mins not; merely in ae 
4 bas in fact 3 for cheir unwillingre(s-to. acknowledge the 
* rightful power of the prople was the reaſon of wer Sad 

1 1 the inexplicable phraſe aboye: mentioned: ö 
The providing arms is another charge, on u which we 
« « with to ſpeak with caution; leſt in aſſerting, which we 4% 
« —fhy it ir zovally. ſulſcceme ſhould be underſtood to admit 
&; e it hau been true, it would have proved criminality- 4 
4. « We freely acknowledge, that ſome of our 1 members have | 
applied themſelver to the - bhowledge of arms3 and; far fm 
e defiring, to make 4 ſecret of: this circumſtance,.we win 

" cheir example was followed by the wwhole; roar he then 
need not fear, invaſion, either from men, | 
. gr. Hanorerians: Nor ſhould we eaßiy be 25 x 
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5 to attzin à complete re eſenta > body, on the principles 

of annual election an al univerſal | e without any re- 
| Ference whatever to Partiament, (as tar us can be colleted. | 

T from their own ERS of the: ee they hare | 


* abs; that de Nase es ſpon ung 
"nie that fome of 4keix/mevabers ar applied . 
pe 0 the knowledge of: arms 3 and although they. deny: having 
1 provided arms, they deſue not te be underſtood as admitting 
Evo — that if ic had bees true iv-would have proved ceimiugtizny-and 
EE wer aged the propriety of their opinion/ vet 
ä e mag ande to regulate their conflitu 
IN nion. Rap 9871 2 48 81 Fe Ed ee as; N 
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5 .. themfetres tothe vis of arm, 
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But if any thing were wanting to add to this improflons, ix © - 
would ariſe from [the xec tion, that the incitement to. in- 


ternal-commotions in other countries. is the moſt. aiſtinguilhs © 
ing feature, both of the declared principles and of the uni- 


h form practice of France under their preſent ſyſtem, and that 


in the public acts of thoſe .cxerciſingJ.the. powers of ec 


ment in that country, an intention of invading theſe: king- 


| eee of receiving ſupport and aſſiſtance 


within the cbuntry, bas been openly avowed. 


The caſe does 


not, however, reſt here eee, the, obſervation 


ur Committee, that recent meaſures | 


been aQuually | 


| taken by che ruling powers in France 8 endeavouring to 
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aſcertain, boch in Great Britain and. Ireland, che degree of © 


co-operation and allitance which — might,s expeA Lin. r 
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Committee, to h. ve any immediate neee 
with the ſocieties, whoſe proceedings have been the ſubject 
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F 5 is not immaterial to add, that in g Treland theſe 

-  Ho!s appear to liave been directly addreſſed to à perſon za - 
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red to in His Majeſty's, 2 55 be ES 
- Day of May 1794, e were preſented 
Canes up) to the Houle, by Mr. Secretary 
Dundas, upon the 72th, and 1 zth day of the 
ſaid Month, by F Me eſty's Command, were 
ee and who were directed to examine * 

8 the Matters thereof, and report the ame, as 5 

4 wer * e to them, to the Houſe, | 


N a * 2 : 4 o 4 * 5 : 2 ; * 
* 


Nx the Second Report of AChnlaitce . was _ us 

eld to the Houle, a letter has been received by the chair- 4 

man of the Committee from Mr. Grey, a member of this | 
Houſe, and one of the members of the Society of the Friends 
of the People, on the ſubje& of the eee ee of that 
Society and the Scotch Convention. 

From one of the encloſures tranſunitted by Mr' Grey, it 
appears that the letters of the Secretary of the Friends of the 
ans dated the'23d July and 2gth October, which are -- 
ferred toin the ſecond Report, were written without any au- "OM 
chority from the Society, or from any committee of the Soci- & } 
ety, and are conſidered by him as only private and perſonal | + 

| communications from Haft : _ Although this circumſtance | 7 8 
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did not diſtinctiy appesr on the 405 of the letters, thare is 


5 nothing in the manner in which they are referred to by your 
1 | Committee inconſiſtent with it; and although your Commits 
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fully in poſſeſſion of all the additional information which they 
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ig, in che Becond Report of of the Robtve c- 
| ans of the Friends of the People intro- 
in concert and cotxeſpondence with the Scotch 
whe it neceſſary to make immediate enquiry 
5 as to the circumſtances of any communica- 
t have paſſed between them. —The reſult of that 
Ws of inc him to ſtate = _ dy boa I'have 
nour of i to you; in order that y m 
1 — 2 785 cd in material to 100 ſo, 3 
to me to de an erronedus ſtatement 
| 2 the 2 1 have alſo incloſed a print- 
ed opy © the proceedings of the Scotch Convention, previ- 
0, 88005 to the dme bf the 55 communication ever made by them 
tctco tlie Friends of the Pebple, in December 1792, chat it may 
be ſeen to what the vote thanks, inferted in . Repo, 
wei referee. : e TER » ec. We a OUR 1 11 8 + OT ; 
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The firſt | 
tary Reform, — N of Delegates from the dif- 
ſerent Societies of the Friends of the People in Scotland. By 


> on made with that body. The ee , to it 


; . 5 pri dee Rakes 
- „1K. | Weanelday, Ev. g Jane pub, . 


EF cs 5: your: deft; e accurat, 


ed what correſpondence the Friends of the array 
Lo ndon haye had with the Convention in Scotland, or with 
Me. Skitving, its Secretary, I ſend jou the following particu- 
_ which contain not only the ſubſtance of the commiinica- _ 
ns with che Soticty, but alſo of thoſe 1 have Lepore 4 
nv and of the whole . oe 1 bunt hes come. - 


my knowle 
in ee e ; 520 


their minutes, they: appear to have declined: communicating 
With any eee tid did not take that title. They firſt met 
zen the 13th of December 3792, and ſat only, t. de days. 
Their name of . Convention” was familiar to meetings in Scot- 
land; and they Rated) the object of their ene to hare 


ben to copſolidate the common N of the! ee 
Reſorm in that part of the country; w 
renſon given for che eſtabliſhment af a ſimilar body, e 


ich is the very ſame 


milar purpoſe „in London, in 1780. 
I ee laſt fitting, on the ck of 1 December, they voted. 


wes certain reſolutions ſhould by Pong to the. Friends of the 
People in London; which, together with the better incloſing 
them 1 hetewith reanſmit.! - Was the o ay ee 
d, that b 
ſome accident the reſolutions. mentioned in the letter 1 
not ineloſed; but that the Society find feen them in the newi- 
papers: It alfo affured them of The. approbation and concur- 
* Tence of the Friends of the People in London, according to 
the terms of _ ſeveral e 1 afterwards \-; 
—— Topics of its proce in December 1792 y 
"27s not 6 ig in them that was 
rialy confined to a reaſonable e . 
e | 
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ey and of lar roperty were members of it. The Mapife 
| 2 of pe Pro did not moleſt, or, far ag ever as I could 
learn, even blame it. And when, in the Houſe of Commons, 
the queſtion of parliamentary reſorm was ſo fully diſcuſſed, 
on the 6th. and 7th of May 1794, in w hy the fabject - of a 
national convention was introduced and reprobated, the 


Þ though it had aſſembled in the precedin Pecem 
and publiſhed its proceedings, and had again aflemb 

ven days before that debate, for the purpoſe of collecting = 
forwarding many of the very petitions in favour of reform, 
-which were then under diſcuſſion;z2 bulinefs which it pub- 
lily avowed, and which many days Prior to the;gebage ng 
publiſhed in the London news- papers. 
The next letter received ors: Mr. Skirving, fo far: 4 re. 


| 1 was in the middle of Octocter 17935 it Was, 6 ned 


by him, as ſecretary to the ſociety ok the Friends of the Peo- 

ple in Edinburghy and not as ſecretary to the;tonvention,. It 

 folicited the ſociety of the Friends of the People in London 
_ "to ſend delegates to the enſuing convention of the Friends of 
the People at Edinburgh, appointed for the agih of the ſame 

month. ] ſhe ed the letter to two or three members WhO 

to be then in town, and they agreed with me that 


1 ought to ſend an anſwer to the following effect ;—Acquain- _ 


"hal Mr. Skirving, That on a ſuhject ſo important as that of 
delegates to the convention at Edinburgh, it would 
be neceffary to conſult the ſociety; but that the aue =>" of 
the time rendered it impoſſible to give N notice, firſt 
for calling the committee, (which was not fitting, and 
which alone could affemble the-ſoci and then for calling 
2 general meeting 3 ; the ſhortneſs of the time I repreſented as 
dhe more objectionable in that ſeaſon. of the year, when very 


-few- members were in town. I, however, told him that 1 
had confulted ſome menibers on the ſubject, and they had 


agreed with me, without deciding: on the-propriety. of the 
meaſure, that the notice. was inſufficient, and that therefore 

his requeſt could not be complied. with. I added, that it 
1 "was e 2 e e the 3 then in 


Clighteſt notice was not taken of the convention at Edin- 


Hole her Friends of us . in; . Fg 
1 gly'on' the 29th of Otober, and ſar, eaters had done at 

bey confined 
themſelves! Apeay, and 1 believe fincerdly;"to the buſineſs of 5 


Boon: after eir adjournment, hot ever, the — from: 


The Sensen then re- aſſembled on the 1 

| and. it was 3 after this Period that it aſſumed the na- 
of The Britim Convention inftituted for the: port 5 : of; of 

a Univerſal Saff and nenne — nents, 0 e 
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Lell, that paſſed between the Friends of the 27 

don and eee or Mr. Skirving, at . lee | 
The correſpondence that took" place 2 Mr. . 
and myfcif coùld not, from circumſtances which orf Py — 
mind, be very important. He ſent me the printed minutes 
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Reſobved, That ſince a ſpeedy and: eottplete redreſs ot. our 


preſent grievances will be moſt effeQually obtained by the joint 
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>. maintenance of Gur own rights and libertics; 5 for thoſe. of 
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ment an effectual Fapport in counteracting the efforts of ſedi- 
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honoured our worthy countrymen Mr Thomas Cooper and. 
Mr James. Watt, members of. the Society of Mancheſter, and. -* 
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felleity, to ſay, We have done with them | 
= Tn contemplating the political condition 6f 8 we can- 
| not conceive a more diabolical ſyſtem of government, tha 
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lai being comitieyced dgalifh bis werks; for by: the 
' doctrine ſubſtituted for. law in Ef CO OR conſtitutes. 
the libel, the very many truths in Both volumes of the Rights 
of Man, rellder tem- complerely libellous, and force Admini- 
ftratidh „perhaps againſt their inclination, to ſubmit them to 
the impartial inveſtigativit ot competent Jdages. 0 , 
His Majeſty's proclamation next eng gages our notice ;—af- 
ter reading it with great attention, we diſcard an idea thrown 
out by ſome, that it. had been drawn ap! and ſent forth at this 
juncture with a view of ne Far, ig prejdiee 3 in the N 
minds of the people againſt M Fe HS aine, or hi: Works, 1 now un- 
der a pro! ecution ; inaſmuch as. ſuc "an attempt, If i it could 
be proved, n not only bear malice on the face of it, t. but 
would likewiſe be a moſt daring e of the laws. N 4 
We are more willing to diſcover therein His Majefly's great 
goodneſs of heart and paterndl care; nticipiring our watmeſt 
wiſhes, giving the greateſt, encouragement to our different So- 
8 cieties, and holding forth t the lame Krong « defire with us of a- 
Bi mg by the Conflit rtution 1 in 4 5 Pure « and wncorrupt late, 'of © Fe. : 
cin ing the public 0 Peace ang ' projpe erity , of preſerving to ALL the 
full 0 of their rights and e both re Ae and 
civil; and ſeeming, i in ae to. encourage them, 3 "the moſt. 
| ſerious: confideration' of #berr ow welfare ad that of their _ 
pafterity, te join us, und ünite their endetvours with ours in 
gu dinglagain/t all attempts, aiming at the ſubverſßon of whole-" 
one und frgular Lover ment, and to diſcourag re. Yo" 
the utmoſt of their power, all Erocecdingi tending do 90 > riots 
anditumutls; £03 nt Den 20 20 7 140 171 dg 3 1. 7 $6 49 15+ f 
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h ſubjects as we in proper, o inſtructing our fellow- 
ee and of uni 855 our endeavours to obtain a perfect 


N&Preſentatfun f i PaHHinetit,we are taking the trueſt frieth6d 


7 5 - 


of ledüring co on rſelves and Leut Poſtefity all tie bleffings of 
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e ih the Kiſtributirx of them u 
bes papers all he ſeen by as many thouſand perſons; / '- ved 
We find ourſelves highly fayotired by your readineſs to ad 
mit fix of our members athiong you. Tam Uireftetl to forward 
. to you | the following fix naines, ws the "perfons choſen by our 
| Society for that honouruble Purpoſs; dur fene of the fuwvur 
ſo conferred will be beft exprefſed by their cloſe-attendunce a 
Four infttuKive meetings, and conftant endeavours to forward 
_ the fo weder anne 
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reſponding. Socic 8 
ta, the Fren rench National Convention an 


ſtaring fox * #6 621 
affering nation that we Iynipa thife with” 
: from unes that we view their exertions with eamiration— 


that we will to give them Lil uch conntenance and Tupport as 


Fang onto mayy members he are) to affuf 
1 them in "their 


' Individeats, unfu pported and oppreſſed thewſelves, c: can afford 
and that ſhould Wals in power here dare (in violation of the. 
nation's pledged. fai 1 eutralit „ and in oppoſition, to the 
ſer ann: ans 2m, the bedltc 25 to joĩn the . 
mis band Tae ee he: Uberty, we diſdlaith all 


means for enunteraſting / their 


ae and tr happineſs of mankind | 
1 am ordered by: the Commit tee ye KIT WO A * 
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che publics 1; a, reſpeQable.. number. of ee 
will greatly ee the hoſtile meaſures "OP. might, | 
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5 Reſolved; T That the letter from the 'Cortelpontliry Bobtety, 

7 | "entered on the minutes 6f the Taft meeting, together" with:the 
nn reſolution. of the Society the on,” be. publiſhed. in the news- 

4 | papers. L OE Rl fri Yerg arr 4105 583 Bain ends To. at 
* 3 from the: 'Cbnftiturionat Whigs neleqandenit, 
| aud Friends of the People [accompanied with fifty copies of 
a letter tranſmitted ts dem from the Friends of FR ec | 
- Cherbourg, Yes 3 1 0 5 8 
Ordered, That W Seen etaty return che Saks of this. 

| Society to the Conditutiend P for the communica- | 
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0 50 At 1 12th 'Offober n | 


„ ReadiMy Barlow's; $; letter to;.the.,] Na Tom T 0 
80 e eee en be defects of the, Canſtitutian of 1791, and 
'— extont-af the amendments Which ought 10 be applied. 5 
Reſolved, That — be requeſted. to dw an en 
n the: letter. of Mr Barlow, read at the laſt meeting, 
—— how much pride this Society feel at having cleded 
him am -henaorary” member., VW!!M 8. ES 
_ =" Orgered; That che. Secretary be direcded to.t nſmit a co 
of the Argus: eee be. eg of che memb 
*'Sovlety. = 31 10 7 . v4 193 * Fed edi 
Read LY letter from he 8 
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3 poſal for addreſſing the. French National Bad met 
1 f Vin the approbation of the. Society for. Conflicutional due 
| ! mation; 3 We mo incloſed: * a of the Addreſs ve have 
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| dars up, and mean to ſend; the 157 5 at large having 3p- | 
aver ef l Hao? BUT 1699185, Ir thu pets” ; 
Not i in the leaft prefuming to propdſe 
c „ Surfelves Wil Joy fu 4 | 
readily: .ſabſcribe'ro- fl ˖ yours, better calculated: 
to ànſwer the purpoſe, and leſs unworthy being preſented to 
o augoſt ar Aﬀfemdly;30 1 _ Wed K inn e ert 
iq no ether; ehe pre e plain, but 
re Bodipties. in 
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ee, pretext 'jultice,"erveley and deſolatian: | 
n their vin, perfidy with reachery bringing-upithie. rear; ye! 
w ad friend zn pu deny! bel forch ts the world üs che 
| tots tickives df their incurlious, dhe opprefied part of man 
" Kind Horgatringfor'a wie theie-own lu fte inge, fi 0 
Fours, and with — erm ee | : 
able to your. Ant; 405 ee blonde with Teig 3 
Fro owhed upon by an oppreſſive ſyſtem of control, web, 
| Yithi; dur continued lenoroachrmeats have deprived this nation 
0 bar all its boaſted liberty, and brought, us almoſt, to. that 
abject fate of ſlavery from which, you; have ſoemerged. Five 
thouſand Britiſh citizens, indignant, manfully ſtep forth to 
reſeue their country from the opprobrium brought Agon 3 by 
e ſupine condud of choſe· in power; they. conceive . to be 
the duty of Britons to outen, and aſüiſt, tothe ot ok 
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2 5 TRE, Gy 23 4c! IC Das at ia . 
to a nation N von * have. ol, an, U- 
violablle frjeudthip; facrod from this dax be that Friendſhip 
between, vs; and may vengeance fo the. atgermoſt overtake ts 
wan who, hereafter, ſhall attempt to cauſe ar: x 
„Though we appear ſo fem at preſent, b. of 
men, that our number increaſes" daily... It i * true 
ſtern vplifeed-arm of authority aq; preſent keeps: ack 
2 6 bein circulared/impaſtures s houtly-miſſead ik 
| 5:3-and-that. cout intzwängy with. avowed. French ti traitors 
— le on che nnwary-a0d>on;; the. ambitions; but 
ene 1 we een inform you, K d and Fre 
7 the 


| poſleſſion of the: CN eT the N reign « of 8 
Agnorance at deſpotiſm pailes away; e now alk. each o- 
| what 3 freedom, what are chr ri ts? Frenchmen, von 
1 bt 51/8 'tree, and Britons are 5 paring: to become ſo. 
| ing fir from us the criminal prejudices artfully inpuilcat- 
ed by evil minded men and wily courtiers, We, inftopd-ob fh. 
_ tural enemies, at length diſcover in Frenchmen our fellow ei- 
tizens of the world, and our brethren by the- ſams heavenly 
1 Who created us for the purpoſe of Joving, and. mptyal- 
Aeg © each other, but not to: hate; and to be ever ready 
Neu each öchers throats at the command of” weak Jn am- 
ae Eings and edrrüpt migifters —Secking our real eve: 
"Zales; We find them in our boſoras, we feel ourſelves inward- 
| Fd y. and ever the victims of g reſtleſs and Il cone 
ing  wiftocracy, 5, kitherto the hang of every nation under 
n. Wit hve von 'aRted: in erpelling it, fron 
a eee Fc Aid 
Wart as our wiſhes ars ſor youp ſuoceſs, enger 35, we. arc 
| is behold Freedom triumphant, aud an every Wherg reſto; 
| red to th enjoyment of bis 1 uſt rights, a ſenſe of our duty as 
Trder tigen, forbjds bor Wing in arms to yoor alitance; 
vet ns pletiged the national Faith te main 
trül in 8 ſtruggle of liberty sgeinſt deſpotiſcg. Britons 
n bei : 1 2 hame; Hut we haue entruſted gur King 
ary powers,” we therefore mutt obey.pour | 
e ney free, aud e 
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As T am on the ſu ermit.me to ſuggeſt to tho 8 


1 bers of your Society, who may v undertake this arduous but ho- 

nourable and praiſe-worthy talk; that they cannmnt be too bau- 
tious in their mode of proceedin g—The minds of men, for the | 

 wiſeſt and beſt purpoſes, are formed. by the Great | Lrextor as 


_ various and unlike each.other as their fac 
: reigniover each with the ſame. Un ertair.and. variegated we; 
. anjl.in he fame manner that Sir 


. elders and fathers. of corruption) very, 7.inftly, obſerved; that. e- 
.. voy man. has his rige if he way of being hought, ſo we 


_ 2 may fairly, apply the ſamg maxim to, d_ in general in 


- the. article. of perſyaſion, and, che dexterous method of bring- 


ing chem from, wrong opinions they may have formed, or pre- 
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of every Society in Great Britain ought to he- 
plieidy ee and candidly dedlared, in order that ſuch of 
them as nes in ides onithis great: Goaltitutional queſtion 
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ther del. 5 
We therefore beg leave te ſtat, ben — 
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Public; ; at Wat we 2 think” en 4 public 01 our views 


on theſe ſubjects wou 11d be to , furniſh, : rms. to our. enemies, 


Ang to injure the 8 in w ich we are engaged. The pe- 
2 however, is probably not very far diſtant when theſe 
0 patticulars will be made known to the public; it Is ſufficient 
now to expreſs our confidence that that moment Will prove, 


by evidence more ſubſtantial than profeſſions, that we will 


propoſe no plan of Reform, which is ſhort. of an effectual de- 
truction of Abuſes in the Reprefentation of the People, and that 
we have honeftly exerted every faculty we poſſeſs in | chufing 
| the time moſt favourable to the ſucceſs of our plan.” 2 5 

We bave learned, with affliction and indi gnation, the arbi. 
1 and unconſtitutional interruption of meetings of Citizens, 
penceably - And fawfully aſſembled, for the diſcuſſion and main. 
- tetiance of their rights: We Hive ever viewed with utter dif- 
 UPptobationi on; both of their p. principles and'proceedings, ' the af. 
- Tociations! ne have been che . deter br inftruments of this 
perfection Their principles, we think, are 'repugtiant to 
the free ſpirit of the Engliſh law; and their conduct; we think, 


| Inſtitution is unconſtitütional and abſurd. But, deeply pene · 
trated a5 We are with theſe ſentiments, we neither poſſeſſed 


Power nor Ark Oy to Dn for the ave or 


0 in pd! 2270 ich the ee rs were never b | 
us, and in which it might have been perhaps impolite, and 


| perhaps i improper, for us to have interfered. ky 


We do not chink it nęceff . F. particular re- 


- "make on theſe: publications ich vou have. -put, forth. We 


Mp alled upon to: pronounce any ju gwent on the publi- 


ol in dividuals or ſocieties; and hi 
| grievances. of which Jos of of xour: publications. com- 


we ver we way la- 


2 „ oer efforts muſt necefſacily- be limited to che object of 


2; inſtitution, the creatiop of; BY ban . ae gyblic 
voice in Legillation., N = 

.. We, cannet help expreſſing. ſoine ſarprize at the information 
_ that: Societies i in different, Parts 0 of the King | om, who. re ſo- 
N about the aa x t of our plans of! eform, 
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indifect and circuitous channel of an other Spcie- 
; Jad they applied to "the Friends "of The, | 


ple dire&ty; 


a 27 would lfu redly hade received” every iuformatjon com- 


patible with the prüdenbe, and with. i ue  Fegard. te to che Tuc- 


ceſs of our common Feat.” My otters 4: 


On che ſubject of your, corr cles wg the. Vader 


du an 0 45 


Convention of France, we 3 communicated to you g 
pinion in our laſt letter, We ſee to "reaſon. to change thi ; 
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2 70 which w. "Wwe e then TOES, on the ' prudetice ahd ten- 
| rt e we not only axcknow- | 

© that to with Feel to the 
Briton, 52 Fer 5 
we cannot think that nien engaged. in 0 wondenfohs a cauſe I 
as that of Parliamentary | Reform are entitled” to make public f 
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« cauſe. of Freedom i is e to the heart of a' 


dec rations, even 'of their molt vi virtuous ferititments, in | 


nanner which hay ſnjure that cauſe, feryet the purpoſes, ;, and 


Arengthen the pretexts of it its enemies. "Y ar-be it from us to 
treat With ſeverity : and rigour even thofe errors and indifere- 
tions it into which men may be betragedbya; enerous zeal [fort the | 
cauſe of Freedom; but furely it cannot. be 


denied, that the : 5 


correſpondence of Societies in this country: 7 with. public: bs jes OS 


in France, | has furniſhed che 'moſf ip cious ptetences to inter 
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reſts of liberty in mw, countries,” with 8 criminal intention 
d civil commotion into. Hur on; it 5 


to introduce diſorder 


£4.96. 


is chien by the help 'of this pretext. that defigi i men have 5 
fo ſucceſsfully practiſed 6 on the alatms of the publi ic, and that 
timid honeſty has been rendered the duj and the * infirument 


reſted | men, for confounding 4 yirtuous fenfibilify to the i inte- : 
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| of corruption. But o. on this ſubject all further remark i is NOW. 


become unneceffary, 2 as every good citizen, muſt now feel} 


: ſelf precluded from al pglitical Hnerevurts | with France (for 
2 period which we earneſtly pray may be very ſhort) by a 


war, the principle of which we utterly diſapproye;; the inevi⸗ 


table evils of which we deeply FE re; . At. 8 1 : 


* 11 of which we tremb 
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: an independent ſpirit, are e perſoftly com 5 ompa py at 2 
mutual confidence and co-operation. When, indeed, 
| ing perſons avail themſelves of ſuch differences to ſow RT 
! > and to infinuate ſuſpicions againſt the characters and i intentions 
An men, it is then only that they become . and i inju- | 
. ions. Againſt praftices which. might produce ſuch 4 ſpirit 
of diſunion and diſtruſt it is ſurely almo unnecelſary to warn 
the Friends of Liberty, at a woment when our enemies are ſo 
formidable and ſo. united. They. have. facrificed all inferior 
intereſts and all_former differences | to their common intereſt 
in perpetuating abuſes and corruptions. . T1 it not. be ſaid, 
chat more generous motives have a leſs powerful influence on 
the human mind. and that the love of iberty i is. not able to 
produce that union among her friends, which in | her enemies ; 
has ariſen from the moſt abjett and ſordid paitions | . 
oy arce neceflary to repreſent to the 3 Ge | 
xeſponding Society, the. Peculiar noceſſity of eitcumſpettion 
. and moderation, at a moment when the moſt venial indiſcretion | 
5 of the Friends | of Reform i is remarked with. ſuch mali ant 
| watchfulneſs, and ks inte . e an the 
„5 Sante of Reform itſelf. = 2 
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Mc fo acknowledge 1 the s receipt of Yours letter of ar 
15th of Febri . 

Wich pleaſure” we perceive your Society not unwilling to 
keep up a correſpondence wht us, yet, at the ſame time, we 
are forry that you ſhould” appear to be hurt by the plain 
queſtions we put to you in our Iaſt—tq aſk of you whit mens 
ſares-you mean to purſue in 2 matter which: concerns us all, 
is certainly no ways calling upon you to furrender up to our 
Society, or even to the public at large, your diſoretion— nor 
can we conceive. that a body of men haying pledged thei 5 


to the public, can be a ſufficient ſecurity to that public to re: +: 


pofe implicit confidence in them, without being made fur 

5 acquainted with the nature and extent of the plan yo mean 
to purſue, in order that we, the people, may, if we approve, it, 
co-operate with you—The extent of your propoſed Reform, 
| we apprehend, is already determined upon, and we can'dif- 

cover no advantage likely to reſult from its ſecrecy—on the 
contrary, if we are to aſk for ourſelyes the ſame thing which 
our friends mean to aſk for us, the latter muſt receive. their 
a inſtru&ion from us, or we muſt be directed by ei- 
ther caſe there muſt be no ſecrets, We further concen 


vive, that 
| the permenaticy of a Reform muſt be founded on th © aequ uieſ. 
 cerice of the public, who, after maturely deliberating on & every 
thing propoſed, ſhall have found y your plan the moſt. uſeful a 


the beſt that could poſſibly be laid down.—The- bulineſs we | 


are engaged in is of too important 4 nature to admit of re- 
ſerve or diſguiſe We will therefore, by the frankneſs or 
our behaviour, ſhew burſelves worthy the friendſhip of a So- 
clety of honeſt men endeavvuring to ſerve their country, and 
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plainly tell Foii; our countty correſpondents did not deſire us 


do inquire of you what you meant to du, hut fairly alked us 
whether we thought you honeſt? whether we thought yon 
N to ſeree FIRE the: OP eee 
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13 9. I FED . 
you de! a partial or a compleat Reform ? Addreſſed in 
cis manner to us, and blunt as thoſe queſtions may a 
they have nothing in them Which can poſſible offend vou, the 
people \havin g always an undoubted right to ſcrutinize the 
character and prineiples of them who call themſelves: their 
Friends, and as ſuch avow an inteiition of bringing 
meaſures in which we are all fo' deeply intereſted.— As to the 
' furniſhing our enemies with arms by a diſcloſure of our in. 
tention, e chnnot conceive that demands founded on Conſti- 
tutional rights can loſe any of their force by being made pub: 
lic. Reaſon, (Vvires acquirit eundo) to triumph requires only. 
to be Known! ; and as none of the pedple's demands are fonnd- 
ed on Hiltacy, to take ibe enemy by ſurprize would be un- 
worthy of the public champions, and, moreover, perfectly 
needleſs, when truth and reaſon muſt vimyoidably W 95 
all before them without the/afliftance of guileQ. 
Under the idea that where you füy, © You neither poſſeſſed 
& power nor legal competence to interfere for the protection 
« of an individual, ſuffering under themoſt-ynjuſt proſecution,” 
you allude to the. caſe of our bill ſticker: We miſt” beg to 
ſet you right, and'to inform you we never, dus a Society, ſought 
the interference of any body of men; ou the contrary, wear 
firmly perfuaded, however hard fuch caſes may bear upon in- 
dividuals, they will eventually prove of ſervice to thę publie, 
nothing having a greater tendency towards rouſing the coun= 
: try from its too prevalent apathy: ect regard, to Ae of : 
prerogative and abuſe of power.. 
As to our Addreſs to the French National Genes, we 
Imagine it beſt to fay no more about it at preſent, only that it 
it has furniſhed pretexts to deſigning men, it has only ſayed 
them the trouble of ſeeking excuſes elſewhefe; but ſich men, 
even without our aid, would have been ating loſs; at the ſame 
time, we are apt to believe the plan for war, if conceived be-. 
fore then, was by no means accelerated thereby intended as 
preventatives, Addreſſes might have been effectual if theß 
had been more generally adopted; the only fault cherein, that, | 
by 4 miſtaken idea, the Addreſſers gave credit. to the nation, 
for a greater. degree of energy than ãt really poſſeſſed. We 
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Mt to. 6 independent n minds ; with, the lame /pbjed i in view, theit 
mode of. purſuing i it will undoubtedly differ Sith caution, 
therefore, we. will watch over thoſe who with to ſow the ſceds 
of unneceſſary diſtruſt among. us, and Will, at "the, ſame time, 
take ood care that the a6@tine. of implicit confidence may 


not gain e n us. Full as much as yourſelves * 


me nong the F riends of Liberty, but 
tded, in many in- 
ſlances, 1 the ſame, white 1 proinotes. It among the enemies 
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of Reform, namely, intereſt ; with chem all their intereſt is 
for. the continuation 'of abuſes, while to ſome! of us 4 Reform 


muſt be attended with: pecuniary. toſs; and many others' would 


| boſe their employ, their daily bread, were it. known hey took | 


an active park: kh the ſame motive; afuming'« on one fide 


| the appearance of i a virtue, gives emulation to bad men; and 
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on the other, in its vileſt but moſt. natural form, ſtays the 
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progreſs. of 1357 8 with a0» beſt intentions, labour to fave ; | 


their. country. Ciera Pon Ns rod iron 
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us. moderation and diſcretion at this critical moment, when 
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the» opinion, that ſuch a petition will not produce a Reform; yet, 
from many confiderations, de are no- perf | 
Society i in "the! land will fend forward a a Petition, we - ſhall ulti: 

mately, gain ground, for ' ar much as it; will force the Preſent | 
8 hes the Senate to — A the ſubject, and their 
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deli erations, printed in che altfrent Ben pers, will moſt 

naturally : awaken the . public mind towards the obje&t of our 
purſuit; the nation, once informed Fhat'; A) Reform i in Parlia- | 
ment is ſought for from different « quarters, gives tile to de- 
Hates 3 in the Houſe of Commons, 2nd Bs, acknowledge: d by eve- 

rank to be wanting, W. b. n to exerciſe t their own. rea- 

; fon on. the ſuhject; arrived at that i period, wb ne pre une c 
| | l EE 
3 Let vs, cloſely, follow / 1 up > ont üg ne brerliten; 1 

very Society petition eparately ; let ny week. furniſh 4 

freſh. petition, and afford a frells deb deb —we 775 open the | 
eyes of the. lic z 973M on our * park, Lud ce eMions'on * 
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the attention of every individual, and it Lein By rang, ; 
retzret e ſes ſo m either from, ignorance or ſemperhiag 
-warſe; who: are inimic It their n intexeſtꝭ far othing cane? 
tributes ſo. much to. ſupport, the, opprefior-as.the-iguordace.o 
che dpprefied; en purpoſe ap ure hr cr een. g 


nearly-overſlowed the lend, Fuck. as bounty Stay. oro ing 
qualiſieation and ſeptennial aQts,, beſides ſtantling armies, ex · 
ciſe. and tything laws, with various others too pair | 
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Az preſent e ſea.» great: propriety ia Univetſal. Suffrage and 
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jonger in our poſſeſſion, are faſs;niotorious;and indiſputable, 
Where then are we to look for the: remedy; To that Parlia- 
mentrof whicli we: complain, to the Executive Power which. 
| is implicitly obeyed, if not anticipated, in that Parliament; or 
to 0urſelves, repreſented in ſome-meeting of Delegates. for che 
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tion to che! ajority of the-Peaplez: Should ſuch, a plan he vi- 
: gorovlly and generally purſued, it would hold out à certainty 
N 40 our fellow countrymen: that we are not a hand ful of indivi- 
13 hg unwrorthy of attention or \confideration, who deſire. the 
reſtoration of the ancient Libertics. of England; hut, en 5 
Tostrary, ic might b bring gha that hoſſ of | 
men, who, in the different towns and counties of: this real, 
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teudtlve of tlie happineſz, G ; . 
country; that our manufacturers and merchants. already de- 


plore its wretched effects; and that nothing ſhort of an imme- : 


diate Peace can ſave this country: te ey 1-5 
| Reſolved, That bs the;qtotives; alledged/b ; the 'Eaidurive 
MAGISTRATE for conducting war Nin the Republic of 


"France no longer exiſt, we deem it impropet that a defanſive 
ſhould be converted into an offenſive war, and muſt eventually 


h. „che revenues; and ſpill the blood ef our oountrymen- 
. Reſolved, That ho provotatives or manifetives of the French 

warrant us, during this. unexampled crifis of public and do- 
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2 * by: William Fit as of the greateſt importance 
to the « commerce and happineſs of this country, it is the oh- 


nion of this Society that it ought to be renewed. with the Re- 
publie of Franse, more eſpecially to prevent the ambitious 

views of thoſe confederate Deſpots who, at Pilnitz and Pavia, 
agree to ſhare the remnant of Poland, the 1 of F rances and 
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fea hy this, copies of the p peritioris ty e fer th 
have tiken the ſtep'y 88 0 y recortinend, s 
deed you might well py , after our circular letter on n the 
ſubjeck, we Ee ee doing. "We did it 25 the acc, 
not of the Society alone, but of the whole town and'neigh- 
wurtiood. Thers were nearly ten thoufand fignarures to it. 
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feat thai 8 Sogiety.cvo by, ill bring about that defirables, 
end; let. us thergfors unite, as much as poſſible, nat only. with: 
each other, but with every other Society. throughout the nation.. 
Our Petitions, you will haye learned; have been all of them 
unſucceſsful ; our attention a ab: therefor be (urned to forme, | 
more effeftual means. — From yon Se, wei lud auillingiy 

learn then, and you, on your patty way wag upon our. adopter 
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dertaking. If we ſought * the: eb of; one 67 of | 
intereſted men from the management of national affairs, that 
place miglit be given to another ſet, without affefting the vitalt 
of the ſyftem adverſe to Reform, Theſe might be eaſily ace 
compliſhed';” but to cut up deep and wide- rooted prejudices, 
to give effectual energy to tire dictates of truth in favour ok 
755 public virtue and national Proſperity, in. oppoſition to felf and 
all i its intereſted habits, and to withſtand and overawe the 
final efforts of the powers or darkneſs, is the work. of the 
whole and not of a part, work to which mankind, till this 
a period, were never adequate, becauſe never till now dif- 
poſed to fraternize, not merely, or only, I truft, from the e ſenſe 
of the common danger to which we are expofed, Jus from the 
entobling principle of unter ſal benevolence. e 
I know no greater ſervice that I can do to e | 
than. to promote the unipn y ſo wiſely defire ; and. I am 
happy to aſſure you; chat I have hithertp diſcovered : no. ſenti. 
ment in our aſſociation adverſe to the molt i intimate and hep: 
Ge union with- the alloeintions ; in England. 
I think the minds of ell mult, in the nature of things, be 
now turned to. more affe Gual means. of Reform. Not one per- 
ſon was convinced of the neceſſity of it by the moſt convin- 
cing arguments of reaſon, together with the moſt ynequivocal 
expreſſions of viniverſal deſire. What then is to be hoped for 
from xepetition; I am only afraid, that the bow in England a · 
gainſt Reform was ſo contracted that in returning it may 
break. Lou would. williogly. learn, you. ſay, from us. I 
own, that we ought to be forward in this. We have, a at once, - 
2 greet, wiſdom, ferfefted 5 our plan of Organization ; ; and of we 
were in the ſame independent ate, of mind as the people of Eng- 
lan, we would be able to take the lead. The affociations i 
wit ith Jou are no more I. fear—excule my freedom—than an 
Ariſtocracy for the ge of the people. They are indeed 
moderate, firm, and virtuous, and better cannot be; but we 
are the people themſelves, and we are the firſt to ſhew that 
people can both judge and reſolve, if ee by e, 
| with both wiſdom. and moderation. | 
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a1 than fo ſee ebg people ani ve ſally nad regulurly aftciatedy, 
becauſe I am perſuaded that the preſent. difaftrous engage- 
ments will iflue in ruin, and the people then 
themſelves ; and it woulil be u unhappy, when we foald be ready 
to, af with unanimity;"to be occupied about Organization, with. 
out which bowever anarchy muſe. e We will not need but 
to be prepared for che event, to to * ſtand and fee the ſalyatio 
* of the Lord.“ Let us therefore take the hint given us bx 
our oppoſers; let us Begin in earneſt to made up on winde | 
relatzve to the extent of Reform which! we dught to ſeeks: by pre- 
pared 70 juſtify it, an to cont 
the whole in the pu ic mind; let us provide every ſtake ang 
ſtay of the tabernacle which we would crecꝭ, goth uber yhe 
gabernacles of oppreſſion i in the” Palaces of. ambition urg Bab 
; under the maddeſs and folly) df theit fuppotters; we 
may cls, without anarchy and all derten, erect at 
[once our tabernacle af vig rconfniſe. | And may the Lord himy 
a ſelf be i in it. IH, 3333 N 545 5 © 57 Mira Te, eee WE me. It Ut 
How burtful u the feelings of à reſlecting mind to "look: 
back to the wretched ſtate in which, the Roman Monarchy, 
enfeebled and broken by its den e ns, left wwe nations 
| which it hadſubjeed, like er ſheep without Hhepherc * 
Soon beeame 4 prey to every invader, ee was none 
to gather ; and unite them. Had they, eg the: evil; aſ- 
ſociated for mu ferice/ no | robber would have been able to 
enſlave. them; they would have, given laws to all parties as 
well as to themſelves j all ſepars 8 colonies and nations would 
have ſought; their alliance ; but not Having virtue to aſſoci- 
ate, and heal the iviſions, and root out the ſelfiſh ſpirit, 
which ambition foſtering yovernments'procure to their ſaby. 
JeQs, they fell under oppreſſions, from under whoſe. iron 10 
1 tre they have never yet been able to deliver are, 
e may ſuppoſe ati levent which we deprecate; ney; ſhould 
we not be preparei for every” Fedde iſſue of ihe preſent un- 
precedented diviſions of man & hav e right to be ap- 


5 prehęnfire of che abilities of on $06; ode who are fo 


afraid to depart from precedent, that, like men of detail, they 
7 be inade ute to the tall of N g the veſſel from | 
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| Ghipwrreck, now grappling 1 


; roger not only reat, but 
new and uncommon. If the Preſeut Miniſtry fail, who after 
them mall be tri d; it requires little Penetration to ſee the 
anarchy and diſcord which will follow 1 it will be fach that 
N g ſhort of s genera] anion among the people themſelves will 

able to heat; haſte, therefore, to aſſociate, at leaſt to be ready 
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f t allbeiate. ifthen, fach a broken ſtate of things ſhould take 


not previoully* 
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place; the civil broils that would neceflarily enſue would ſoon 
5 before the united irreſiſtible voice of the whole. Do 


not, I intreat you, hefitate, thinking ſuch / a work prtmature as 


but A month, and then it may be tao late.” A malignant 
party may be already formed, and only waiting for the halt- 


Ing of the preſent managers; it will "then be too late to ſeek 


to ſubject to deliberation, after a party has dared the aQ of 
rebellion. 1 you go m0 Farther thay ſeparate meetings in dif 


Ferent towns, we will not be able to corifide i, in your confraternity, 


| becauſe, white in r ſuch fate, „ may be but the tools of a fac 
tion. We could have all confidence, and unite with all affec⸗ 
tion, in one*a/embly of Commiſſioners, from all countries of the 
world, if we knew they te beer by the unbiaſed voice of | 
the 1088 le, becauſe they would bone n with the _ difin- 
befellel vet ws and Jelires is 6v arſeives. 1 ig-all agreed to a 
common centre of unton and intereſt; but we v6 bl 801 confide 
in fellow-citizens who kept aloof from fuch union; and would | 
Mitte in one gest and indivifible family,” | 

In troubling you with fo long an epiſtle I haye at leaf. 
bew my fnclimation to corre! I have alfo hinted at 
things which appear to me the profit ſubſects of conſidera- 
tion, becauſe I am deſirous of your opinion upon them. 1 
have poſſibly wrote Wich eee mukk freedom,” but you wil 
Place it to accu of zeal in che chuſe; and on this fed febre dif- 
ge my defign, which is diſintereſted auc p. 1 anff 
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By requeſt of the "Society 7. Ye a PL. 
directions from them for the purpoſe of correſponding. with 
all the Sqcictics in England and Scotland. 

We the members of the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, i in or- 


1 der to obtain the deſired end of Parliamentary Reform, defire 
al Fommunication x with the Corvelponding Seen 
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"We alt be glad of | | any information. or induction i "i Wen 
| poyer on all. oecafiqns, and hope you will find the Leeds Sor 
| clety always. faithful to the intereſts of the people; and. tl though 
they are but few, not exceeding Two Hundred, they are men, 
ang are determined to exert their utmolt, in os £49 inliryst 
their neighbours i in their common intereſt, Bara 


With this we ſend vou a GQPY. 4 of ou ou Addreſs ad F [l 
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By requeſt of the Shefala i that the Loads Confli- 
 futional Society would . correſpand with _ the Societies i in 
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Great "REY and Scotland, and receiye directions from «tom 
for that purpoſe. 3 
- We, the members of the Lee 


I Conltitutionat Society, beg 


leave to addreſs theſe few lines to vou, hoping that Jour pa- 


ternal affection for your | fellow mortals,” of whatever deſcrip- 


tion, may induce you to admit to fraternization a few | Poop | 
/ mechanics, friends of liberty, but enemies to 16 reby. We; Arif. : 


y and Democratic inoran 

and overawe the town of Leeds to that ding degree, t at 5 
in the general, we” are beheld more like 3 than the 
Friends of tlie Peojle; and I believe that theſe fix months paſt 


thei ignorant part of the people (chrough the inſinuations of the | 


Ariſtocracy and the Prieſts) have expected us to fall on them | 
and deſtroy them; but fince the Lith of April laſt, the time 
we had the opportunity of pu ng our Addreſs and Decla- | 
ration, and our ſteady and uniform conduct, tlie people 
to behold us with new eyes, and we begin to increaſe in in our 


0 nümbers, and wwe bope, ere long, the perſons they took for 
their " greateſt” enemies will bes Tooked 5d is, their beſt 
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friends. . 5 
We have büretitd fent wat you A copy of « bur Aqarets and be. 
claration, and ſhall be Bl if you Think it worth Jour notice 
to correſpond with a company of poor mecl 
ever gratefully acknowledge all favduts. £ : 
Our numbers amòunt to near two ee at we 'con- 
ſtantly keep increaſing, and, in general, are very regular in 
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their conduct; but though through predominaney of the A- 


riſtocraey they have been overawed, that they ſcarce durſt 
tell their neighbours they were their friends; but I heye the 
Clouds are diſperſing, and the glorious 1785 of, L x 
—_— its meridian. e th rg 
F remain, in the be "name, and ivy 
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| Church and King mob. Wea are ö of your opinion 0 


regard t to the neceſſity. of a general union; and we believe, as 


you. do, that when once the country ſhall ] have ho umited, the New 
ros of t the day will he forced 1 fo Yield 2 to the Juſt demand 'of a long | 


and fore oppreſſed | people. Be 


With Pleaſure we accept Four. rel" qa, 5 
and earneſtly beg « of ou, to let us hear from your Society by 


every opportunity. We. with, likewiſe. vou would point out 
| Conveyance for Tach informations and . 


to us ſome 0d Ea 0 


you, T pe it, we no airs, rely. on, as, many. of o our Jetters 

have al FE. 1 55 . N 44. Are 8 5 * «Pay 
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4 


to viſit 1 metropolis, we hope vou will not let him come 
without a letter from you, and that while, they ftay here the 


and by thus aſſociating Cqmmence.. an union x which. we v bogs ſoon to 


We will not enter to 2c a detail KO our r grievances; A we _ 


5 equally \ well inform thereon, and all alike thorou ghly con- 


; vinced that nothing 8 f ſhort of, Hana Parliaments and Univer- 
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| I lately ad your letter From Ir ee Ae! Apelt | 
22d, Which; ; through multiplicity. of buſineſs, v we have omitted 
„ anſwer—hope you. will excuſe the delay, . 0 We alſo received 
7 Four friendly letter, Prior to that, wherein F you. ; Rated three Pro- 
poſtions ; Firſt, a petition to his Majeſty, or to Parliament, or a 
National Convention, and ordered one of our Committee to an- 
fuer it ;—ſbould be glad yon will inform me whether it was 
attended to .I gave my opinion on the ſabject 1 thi Conflitu-” 1 
tional Society of London, and ' found their / ideas congenial tt to my 
_ own, Ne cen ta the wir pal a petition to Parlia- 
Vational Convention 
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That the | be given to the W 
the Friends of. the. People, for their laborious endeavours to 
procure information on the: Lubjett' of \Parbamentary, Refbew, 
e the Lane, a3 well z the liberal pro, 
ſent lately received from» chem, and e de deer Sede 
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The Landon Correſponding Society: have received and read. 
witty pleaſure your-letter of ithe-27th Fung; but the anſwer 
which yon to have been made to our three queſtions = 
— Vet come to hand. We ſhall be glad to he informed in 
our nent whether it was ever put in the Poſt-office,>7 it 
Wich regard tu the queſtions themſel nes, however indivi- 
duals may have made up their ininds/on-them, ce public:ſerm- 
gd raft id approve. the mode. of petitiomny Ferliament. We ac 
cor rdingly acquieſced, and ſent in 4 petition, fegned by near 6000 


p With this letter vou will reteive a cophν of ãtʒ __ 
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i in the maſt oonſpicuaus manyes;; uit 


Thrlus our purpoſe, 


der che eye of the Court, in the middle of he Metropolis, am ; 
in the very neſt of place, and, penßon hornets, the TDawern 
: — — Reeves the tool of the junto, holds his inguiſitorial 
| tribunal, have lately held a general meeting of the Society, 


| e e AY Wares ee Law 


ſame time reſt aſſured, that the firmneſs diſplayed. therein. is not 


cogfined to words, but that on every. occaſion our Society will 
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be found foremoſt. in 2 rt 
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Exhorting gab; e to hain abide all awd 
| Laine: we with you to occupy yourſelves i in inſtructing the 


people, i introdueing and maintaining order and regularity in 
7and in forming a junction with all others afſo- 


_ ; 
. cared, for the "ſame. purpoſe. throughout the nation, by keeping 
up.» gonſtent correſpordevce, with them z but, above ally. or- 


| liciwill not willingiy yield up their enjoyments, nor xe. poſſeſs 


us of our rights without 4. ſtruggle; whichy by their beftiviour 
im Ireland, we have ſome reaſon ta think they are.meditating, : 
and perhaps may inteni to effect by means of thoſe very d- 
mig ereenaries who are nom paid with the ſweat af our 


bro, and whom, under ſome plauſihle pretenoe, it would be 

- no. difficult- matter to land on our:ſhore-— Jt maybe more ad- 
 raritageous to humanity to ber chem at firk; that their op po- 
nents are neither mob not rabble, S N indignant-opprefſed: PU. 


e, in whom ts nas yet. entirely ;extintd-the valour E tbeir Yorefa- - | 
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nion and increaſe being chen our only reſources . | 
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_- and promulgate a ber and as wide as you can; at the 


 derly and, courageouſly preparing yourſelf for. the entat ; for as 
| it ag oatural to ſuppaſe that thoſe. who now. prey on the pub. G 
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C be and - prejudice, ith; Bendel and 6 dowd n 
8 encouraging thoſe who join us; and, above all, a. 
voidin g little bickerings among ourſelves, ever diſcountenan- 
dung ſelfiſh-jealonfies: and private anjmoſities, and Rees . 
bg with heurt and hand in che common cauſ. 
our neighboarhood- muſt ſeverely feel the dreadful co 5 
Leguences of an iniquitous, depopplating, and ruindus war, 
but, yon are not che only ſufferers; from varibus parts of the 
conmntry we learn that the, war abrdad has already ſpread de- 
| Holacion at home ij yet ſuck! is che blindneſs of ſome folks, that 
hey talk of its being continued for years. Peas we'widh 1 
all men, but to ſuch 5s deſtruction. Let us hehr from 6 
vou ſoon, and let out future correſpondence be more regular. 
my are; with g fellow cititens, for che London Cor. | 
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e the receipt of your letter uf the goth May, ant te 5 
apologize for not having anſwęred it ſooner; but by acciflent 
it was for ſome time miſlaid; and the multiplicity of buſineſs 
upon our hands occaſioned a ſtill further delay. eee 
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political warfare, and thereby acquired experience, we. will, 
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* 
PRs 


\ 3 


ance'of the oed ove dere vin resin nrg oo is | 
ye ae Way. {4 54456; 12 I 1/2 178 en 121 e 0 


Let not the fmallneſs of your number deter you from ardu- 
| e reer plan,” Reaſon makes five though flow. 


- progreſs, and having ape hr? 4 ern pee wa | 
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To return to Gurlales e have made a ſtand againſt the 
Y pick and penſion clubs; we have been abufell in the Senate, 


calumniated in public, perſecuted in private, and wWorried out 


of public houſes, yet (we continue meeting numerouſiy en- 
5 tire) our demands are ſuch that no one has dared te deny 


their coriſonance with the principles of che Conſtitution, and 


5 } 
and as yet we have been unable to recover chem, therefore : 
beg you will, with your next, ſend: us another copy; Oo 


our. do&rine makes numerous proſelytes, and greatly increaſes 


the number of thoſe who may with truth be ſtyled the Friends 
of their country in particular, -and of mankind in general. We 
petitioned: Parliament, and. they were foroed to admit our pe- 
. tition, although they would not grant what it required; in 
hort, we ſtrengthen ſo much, that an the Bb. of: this month 


We had a general meeting of the Society at the Crown and | 7 


| Anchor Tavern, the very place whete Reeves and his accom- 
plice ces hee E's met there at the ſame time in a room under 
us, and, together with his aſſociates, ſwallowed 3 a copious 
_ draught of mortification' in ſeeing dur meeting ſo well con- 
dücked, and ſo 'numeroufly attended ; we ſay vumerouſſy, for 
having Umited the numbe of altmiſſion tickets to 799, many 
ho had been dilatory in n providing 8 themſelves were navoid- 
ably excluded, Vo 


4 loſed vou have "copies of e our petition 4 EY of 


ür two firſt Addreſſes, 'of our correſpondence \ with Mr Francis, | ; 
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but as mutual confidence. is. the baſis of union, and the one 
rational pledge and ſupport S N we 1 | 
your next will do away every difficulty. SEE. 
With reſpe&: to Univerſal: Sulfragecand Atta Pazlia--- 
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the whole Convention. A * fome- cotiyerſation, it was 3 2 "0 

greed upon, on the motion of Mr! **# „cer the vote „ = 

he houſe be putz rj on che ſpirit of Mr = motion; 
Adly, on che words: of the” motion; and Eee Mr 7 
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name he was not at 
liberty to mention.—It was ſtated by the Secretary, that 2 
Citizen from London was preſent, 'who was to give 5/. 56. to 
_ the Convention, when a collection ſhould be made for en- 
lightening the Highlanders. The thanks of the Houſe was un- 
aAnimouſly R to = eee ee Patriots "0 nr 
e e e eee wy PAY 4 | 


„ EE, T K* 


klere Days ebe 5oth November 1 703. 


; 2 guinea kröm ansther C Ses - whoſe 


WN The 8 read a wollen, that a Came * ap- 
5 idee to reviſe cath days minutes, immediately on the rif- 
ing of the Convention, for the purpoſe of ſending them to the 
preſs, to make hereafter a daily Bulletin of the * The 
7 queſtion bing put, the motion paſſed unanimouſly.” .* - 
| —— likewiſe moved, That no þerfoi | 
mould be allowed Abe Honours: of the: Sitting, \unleſs recom- 
. mended by two members ; Zz bse with. amendments, 2 in 
the motion itſelf, paſſed unanimogll IPL, 
ehe 8 ry read a motfon ann "thi E Kittel, 
7 unalienable, and unpieſcriptable Rights of Man, which. 1 Was 
ordered to be given to the Committee of Union.” | 
It was moved,” That Captain”* *..*: thould' report ſome 
_ . circumſtances to the Convention; for which purpoſe, the 
. Houſe: refolyed itſelf into a Conimittee, when he read ar ac- 


. - (count of the trial and ſentence of D. Hoſtz for reprinting the 


Duke of Richmond and M Pitt's reſolution for a Parliament- 
Aa ry Reform; after which, the chairman being replaced, the 
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oz That all the delegates who had left the Convention, ſhould re- 
_ .ceive letters to return finmediately; and. remain at their poſts 
- until the important buſineſs, which mani intr | 
_ the Cope, ſhould. ba properly difenged.” ... 
motion toi fine thoſe members who did not attet wade . 
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fentenee of Fudge Wilſen sgeinſt My Holt, for reprinting the 
Duke of Richmond and Mr Pitt's plan of Reform. 
e Citizens * and , moved, That this Convention 
take under conſideration, whether (after the cantemptibla mau: 
ner in which the late petitions for Parliamentary Reform were 
treated) they ſhall again petitjon for Reform, or at what pe- 
riod they ſhould recommend the 880 to their eons = 
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0 © Mr Margarot 3 Fs to 1 in a e's to the : 
N effect, Tat the möment of che illegal difperfian of the pre- 
tem Convention be confidered as our ſummons to repair to the 
plate of mieering for the Convention of Emergency by the Se- 
ret Copamittee 3 5 ng that 925 Lean motion be FPBidered this X 
"466 The Weiner uber Radic ib + two Aveo bi thee ; 
table read, which. regarded the ſame matter; and i it being ob⸗ 
jeQed to, that che buſineſs/ of thefe motions 1 to: be taken 
up to- morro evening, after fome converſution it was carried 
by a vote of the Ho! e, to delay further conſideration till to- 
morxow eycning. Mr Margarot being prepared t to bring fort- 
ward his motion above mentioned, the fame was taken under : 
— bender a, and was as follows : A FRO athens 2-0 ; 
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be delegation 555 Glaſgo worte, „iar the' Convention 
abe inte their conſideration the nature and extent of A refolu- 
tion adopted by their conſtitu« nts, aud by molt of the other 
Societies in Scotland, and afterwards ratified and approved. of 
at the General Convention Held: At Edinhurgh i in December Vs : 


1792, the import of which was, T That if ai member ef their -m 
Society, aſſociated for the : purpoſe of obtaining 2 Partiamen tary : : „ 
Reer would, While i in the legal protein that object, 1 1 = 
| be opprefſed « or perſecuted, by. the Arm * wer, they oulek N 
not on 4 meet 4 with the affiflance of t the Society ty, to which they 9 ff 
a alſo by the united efforts g 0 "all ther. brethren in in 4 , Jand.. Libby C = 
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im of our members haue been perſec:eds/ and that in 2 maſk . , 
wanton manner; and the above reſolution (which, if duly. pay .- WM 
in force, would, we humbly 2pprebend, haye the happy elfech yo 
of embaldening choſe who hays alteady come forward, and of | 


encouraging others who- hove:not: yet taken any active part 46 = 
unite their efforts in the eneral cauſe, bak payer ye horn 30s. „ 
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ry Ja 9 1 that us at our e . we 0 that Ade Con. 
— had, after ptting four days, adjourned, and the Dele- 
gates were all, gane hack to their zeſpeQive, habitationg, with- 
_ out proceeding anz farther i in dhe buſineſs. of Reform, than 
Gmply a agreeing, that nothing { ſhort of Univerſal Suffrage, and 
nnual 1 Parliaments would ſatjafy, them. CY and, on! that ground, 5 7 
propoling 1 not to > ſend any p etition t o the King « or to the Parlia- | 
ment, left, by, ſo doing, 1 8 0 Rot might] be tempt- 
ed | to .countera | their. wiſh, and ex ſelves. to Prevent 3 A 


acc; bal 4 at t 10 Name t time it ee by the Con- 


Vento that all friends to Reform ſhould, gm any! Pa for 
= which, es — orig inate in another quarter.” —We ſoon 
ed on dinb bag Committee, 'to "recal the adjourn- 
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8 Ka tion; The country Societies, informed that England 


8 take a ſerious part in the Steat cauſe dent back all 
cheir former Delegates; and fevera}'c 'of them who had not ſent 
N the prior Convention, have Tent ſome to this one. 
On Tack ay” the 19th: inſtant; the Convention opened. The 
number of Di legates amounted' to 160; ſome of them came 
exen from ſo far as'Cromartie z the reception we experienced 
was highly flattering ; ; we mutually gave and received encour- 
agement and animation. I mall not at preſent attempt to give 
you a migute detail of what has ſince, paſſed, becauſe the mi- 
nutes are to be printed, and then I will not fail. ſending you * 
few copies © of them, and will, LI hope,, be able at my return, | 
. come to Norwich, and * you an ee el . 
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of every tranſaction. Meantime, if — | 
to We ſend them without delay, © 
for you conformably to thoſe: laid down by the London Con 


reſponding Society, a copy of which you doubtleſs have „ 5 
ceived from them. The Convention have begun, by eſtab list 


ing a ſet of rules for the organization of the preſent, and even 
future Conventions. Next, we eſtabliſhed a Committee of U. 


nion between the two nations, a Committee of Finance, and a 


Committee to take into conſidetation the protecting or eſtab- 
liſhing a patriotic newſpaper :—and' on Saturday laſt, we paſ- 


ſed a proviſory Deeree of Union. The whole Convention 
ſtanding hand in hand, ſolemnly pledged themſelves to each o- 
ther to renounce all national diſtinctions, to abide: firmly ani 


truly by each other, until the great end is obtained; and at 
Dre we aſſumed the title of The Britiſh. Convention of 
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ts n ie that at his adjournmene of the Convention ; | 


; * we ſhould return immediately to London.” This deter- 
mination we will undoubtedly conform unto, unleſs it be (as 


we hope and truſt it wilt) contradicted in your next; 8 for N 


he Committee abides by it, we, who by being on che ſpot 


"oa thoroughly acquainted with the ſtate of the country, Wh 8 


| Judge with'certdinty thereon, Us affiire you, that du, immedi- 
"ute return 10 London will be attended wit! "ery bad conſequen- 
bees for at prefen all the country Societies look iþ*to us 
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FF da email, not indeed by his conſtituents; 
who have baſely abandoned him, but by all the friends of Free- 
dom. eee ee eee Se eee eee 3 
1 notice. / y ARE AT 8 
will before this have yepeiied/onr laſt & Fog 26th.in-- e 
t, acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the A ee 
_ gether n eee ee 124. Our time is ſo con | 
ſtantly emyloyed,-that we find: it abſolutely impoſſible as yet to 
write-to you more than once a week, and euen that on no 
ed day: eighteen hours outfof the four and terenty are devoted I 
tv public buſineſs, and you may reſt; aſſured they ate nat „ 
miſpent. We are happy to hear that you go on as well in the, 
South as we da in the-North.—Letters convey but very iniper=s © 
 feflly, and with no gue ree „ what we. might 0 
nform each other of «You have done: us # material injury h.. 
neglecting to.ſeng- us a parcꝶl of;onr. publications; anda nume 
ber of copies of the Jurymen's Right: pray Ho. not delay them 
any longer, and among them ſome of the lettets to Dundas. i 
We ſent. you an Edinburgh Gazetteer laſt weeks we will ſend... | Df 
you another to-morrow 3 you will therein ſee part of what has 
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| Soutery;' and that another” hy of them: be edi 


lay, 10 Citizen H. n in order that by: may 
mediately.: - * 
Tou will ly "Ry had, kf. aceounts of e . 


| taken place here for the laſt four days; but on Tueſday next 


the Edinburgh Gazetteer ſhall (if deſpotiſm permit) give you | 
a-complete detail of every thing. The Society: will.thereby | 
be able to diſcover, that an arrival in Scotland has beep-.pro» 
ductive of great advantage to the caufe, and at the ſame time 
has given great alarm to our enemies. We are very much 


ſurpriſed at the remiſſneſs of the Society. While we are ex- 
: poſing our life and liberty, while we are devoting our time 
and our exertions to their ſervice, while we are incurring 
numberleſs -oxpenceg, and affronting dangers. that would ſtag- 


ger the moftihardy;of-them.z while we are doing all. this, we 

are moreover obliged to remind them of it; and that ſupplies 
are now become nine neceſſury than euer. Surely the pecuniary 
erertions of any individual in the Society, can, neuer be compared 
4% dh endeavours. . Honoured with their confidence, we find 
ourſelves happy in being placed in the front of the battle: but 


let them remember that our ſacrificing ourſelves will be of 


little" uſe,” unleſs they afford us a proper ſupport, and that moſt 


immediately. Not. daring any longer ta truſt to.the..,poſt,; we 
fend; you all theſe papers in a parcel? Ton will be ſo good as 
to make us acguainted with their faſe arrival. Gerald wiſhes 


to get to London as ſoon as poſſible : he will communicate that | 
which cannot be ſo fully expreſſed by letter; you may conſider 
this 36 a private letter, but you may read ſuck, parts of it as 


Pau schink proper to any member gf, the Society, [eſpecially 
here it may be productive of good. — Ton will lee by the in- 


eloſed papers, that Power has: proceeded in a moſt arbitrary 
manner: almoſt all the prominent characters in the Conven- 
tion have been, or are to be apprehended ind examigdemLond | 
'Daer will, we believe, meet with no greater favour than our- 
ſelues: we underſtand that there ig . Wartant out. againſt him. 
an account of hat has happened to us, Would exceed. the 
| Jon's eiter, we wilt only juſt give youaſketch Sf ity by 
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We remainsd conſined all day at night e ere examined 
and admitted to hall, each n the ſum of a, o merke. {a6 
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